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We do not inherit the land from our ancestors;
we borrow it from our children.
Saint-Exupery

F

or the final edition of the 2016-17 social year, the Vox@bo
editor asked IWF women to share what it is that motivates them
– what pushes them to get out and become engaged in the
matters close to them.
After all, activism, as the word suggests, is about being active. It is
the determination to promote, impede, or direct social, political,
economic, and/or environmental reform with the desire to make
improvements in society. It is a purposeful action to make a statement
about the way we live, and the way we want to live.
Frequently the word ‘activism’ conjures up images of people
marching with protest signs, which is certainly has its place. There are
other ways in which someone can be an activist, however. Sometimes,
the intentional act of protest is a decision that changes aspects of our
daily habits, such as where we choose to shop and what we buy.
Purchasing power has an undeniable effect in shaping ethical business
practices: as we say, “Money talks.”
I particularly asked contributors to explain the problem that they
wanted to address by their activism, besides sharing what they were
doing about it. We will see that the reasons our contributors became
involved in activism are varied. In some cases, they were shaped by
personal, moral decisions. In other cases, it was a natural disaster or
other significant event that propelled them to become engaged in
political, social and environmental initiatives.
I hope this edition of Vox@bo inspires readers to be not just passive
bystanders in their lives, but to become change agents in their
communities. Summer is coming; a good time to learn new things and
take shape of our daily lives. So, here’s to a better you – an informed
you!
- Heather Hammond, IWF Newsletter Editor

Hundreds of thousands descended on
Washington, D.C.’s Lincoln Memorial
on Aug. 28, 1963. It was from the
steps of the memorial that Martin
Luther King Jr. delivered his famous “I
Have a Dream” speech.
(Photo credit: Wikipedia)
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The Remainder of a Tsunami:
The Start of Moses Onlus
By Elisa Pampaloni

M

oses Onlus was founded on March 10th,
2005 by 4 people who miraculously
survived the Indonesian tsunami on
December 26, 2004. I came to know two of them,
Francesco and Patrizia (Moses’ President and
Moses’ Director), a little later, when their lives had
already been changed by the dramatic experience in
Khao Lak: changed unexpectedly, but one could
argue for the better. They talk about those first days
after the tragedy as the “giorni regalati”, meaning
the “days received as a gift”. A gift they wanted to
deserve having; a compelling urge to return to the
local people for all the help they gave them during
the emergency, in spite of the context of severe
poverty. This is why they decided to go back to the
land of the calamity and try to bring hope to some
of the communities struck by it: Moses’ very first
project, in fact, was the reconstruction of one of the
villages destroyed by the tsunami. One of the
reasons why they took the difficult decision to fly
back to Thailand is that they wanted to know
exactly where and how the funds they had raised
would be used. “We are a small NGO” says Moses’
President “and we are proud of it. The distance between
donors and beneficiaries has never been shorter!”
As a matter of fact, since their first mission, they
have dedicated themselves full-time to their “stepchildren” in South-East Asia, taking the risk to
change their life priorities. Building on their
respective know-hows in the construction field
(Francesco) and education field (Patrizia), they built
schools from scratch in some of the poorest
villages. Not only did they create the school
buildings, but also the entire management system,
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involving dozens of teachers - ranging from
kindergarden to high school - a cook for the meals,
a gardener for the common areas and a trusted
project manager to oversee all the activities. Moses
started from the belief that young generations and
education are the keys to stop the vicious cycle of
poverty. At least twice a year, Francesco and
Patrizia spend several months in Thailand and
Myanmar, covering personally all the costs related
to the travel, to verify on the field the correct
implementation of Moses’ projects. “One of the
main advantages of being so much present on the
field is the possibility to better understand the real
needs of the local people,” explains Francesco. “It is
also important to develop the projects together with
the communities involved and to choose reliable
local partners”.
Currently, Moses Onlus carries out various
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projects of international cooperation in the fields of
education, healthcare, protection of children and
human rights, especially in favour of the Myanmar
population.
Under
the
umbrella
project
SALVAUNBIMBO®, the organization built and
manages four schools (in Karen State and Rakhine
State, Myanmar, and in Phang Nga province,
Thailand) and two shelters for parentless children. I
personally had the chance to be one of the
‘founders’ of one of these schools, the one in Sho
Me (Myanmar). I took an active part in its
fundraising and officially opened it, as a tribute to
my departed companion, Ivano, who had been a

great and passionate friend
of Moses and its children
for several years. I had the
opportunity to meet each
student of the school I had
decided to support; I took
part in their school
activities, and shared my
meals with them.
For these reasons, I
wanted to share Moses’
story with IWF members,
but also because a few of
the older ones still
remember Ivano, and have
helped us in true friendship
by supporting Moses’
projects. It is a story that
deserves to be told, since it
changed so many lives,
and makes everyone think at the little “tsunamis” in
their own lives. If, after reading this article, you’d
like to know more about this small but effective
organization, you can visit their website at
www.moses.it or discover their long-distance
children
protection
program
at
www.salvaunbimbo.it. Based on the budgeting for
their projects, Moses estimates that protecting a
child in one of their communities costs as little as
70 cents a day. Alternatively, if you’d like to
celebrate a birthday or an event in a special way,
you can start a crowdfunding campaign on Moses’
website to support their humanitarian projects.
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